
A	PARENT’S	GUIDE	TO	
STANDARDS-BASED	

REPORT	CARDS	

A guide for parents that explains the essential components of a standards
based teaching, learning, assessment, and reporting system N
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Dear Parents/Guardians,

As Norwich Public Schools (NPS) continues to improve teaching and learning for all students, we know
that parents and families are our most valuable partner.  This is especially true as the district adopts
new, more rigorous standards for what every child should know and be able to do in each subject area
and grade level.  The Common Core State Standards [www.corestandards.org] set high expectations for
students, staff, and schools.   Achieving these career and college ready standards requires continuous
progress monitoring and providing targeted support as needed.

Like teachers, parents need accurate and meaningful information--particularly information about
student strengths and challenges in performing to high expectations--to better understand and support
student learning.  Standards describe what a student should know and be able to do at each grade level
in all subjects.  After the successful grade three pilot in the 2014-2015 school year, grades K-5 will all be
using the Standards Based Report Card for the 2015-2016 school year.  We believe that the report cards
are a positive step in better communicating grade-level expectations for student learning.  The report
card will provide valuable information on your student’s performance to the standards—from basic to
advanced levels.  The report card also provides information on your child's work habits, behavior, and
effort.

The standards based report card is helpful in many ways.  First, it clarifies and reinforces consistent, high
expectations for all NPS students and schools.  Second, the report card helps teachers, students, and
families focus on the standards throughout the school year.  Finally, and most importantly, the new
report card provides specific feedback on progress to the standards so students, families, and teachers
can work together to set meaningful goals for improvement.  Information on which big ideas and
concepts each child has learned and what work is still needed for success in the next grade level helps
ensure that your child receives additional support—at home and school—when needed.

This Parent Handbook provides information about the report card being piloted at your child’s school,
including frequently asked questions and additional background information, a description of
proficiency levels, a sample report card, further detail on the content area standards included on the
report card, and a list of additional resources for parents.

I hope you will find the Parent Handbook and the standards based report card system helpful.  Please
feel free to contact your child’s school if you have questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Joseph Stefon

Director of Curriculum & Instruction



Description of Grading Criteria

4 Advanced:  Excels at Norwich’s grade level expectations, produces exemplary work

· Demonstrates advanced thinking and understanding of skills
· Masters and applies knowledge and skills that lead to consistent, high

quality work that excels at grade level expectations
· Requires no support to complete work

3 Goal:  Strong performance at Norwich’s grade level expectations, produces quality
work

· Demonstrates solid and consistent understanding of skills
· Applies knowledge and skills that lead to above average work based on

grade level expectations
· Requires minimal support to complete work

2 Proficient:  Satisfactory performance at Norwich’s grade level expectations,
produces adequate work

· Demonstrates partial or inconsistent understanding of skills
· Requires additional reinforcement and practice of skills to produce work

that is average based on grade level expectations
· Requires regular support to complete work

1 Below:  Does not meet Norwich’s grade level expectations.  Requires teacher
direction, support, and assistance to learn and use skills, concepts, or strategies

· Demonstrates minimal understanding of skills
· Requires additional instruction and practice of skills, work produced does

not meet grade level expectations
· Requires additional time and significant support to complete work

N/A N/A  Not assessed at this time

Not covered in instruction, or inadequate evidence of student achievement available
to make a determination



What Student Evidence Determines Grades?
As students work toward achieving grade level expectations in all curriculum
areas, teachers carefully consider the following in determining progress in all
academic and special areas:

•  a collection of work over time;

•  daily written or oral tasks;

•  application of skills; and

•  periodic assessments (quizzes, tests, performance tasks).

Teacher Comments

Teacher comments will address:
•  Student strengths and/or areas of concern, both academic and
behavioral;
•  Individual student goals or an action plan regarding what is necessary
to reach grade level expectations; and
• Specific science/social studies units being studied and assessed during
the marking period.

Personal Development
Work habits and effort are often closely related to student achievement.  It is the goal of Norwich
Public Schools to have each student working to his or her potential to achieve at the highest possible
level and to achieve or make progress towards grade level standards.

Y = YES N = NO I = INCONSISTENT N/A = NOT ASSESED
AT THIS TIME



SAMPLE REPORT CARD





Frequently Asked   Questions

•  Will the parent guide be on the Norwich Public Schools’ website?

Ø Yes, the report card guide will be posted on the Norwich Public Schools’ website under (link
will be sent in a later notice).

•  How does a standards-based report card help parents?

Ø Standards-based report cards enable parents to receive accurate information based on
cumulative student progress throughout the marking period.  In addition, they promote
more detailed and meaningful conversations at parent/teacher conferences, allow for
careful and precise monitoring of student achievement, and reflect grade-level standards
and expectations so parents gain a complete idea of student progress.

•  Why are some areas shaded or marked N/A?

Ø It is possible that while a standard is introduced and assessed throughout the year, it may
not be reported until later in the year when students have had more time to demonstrate
sufficient understanding.

•  What if a child is not even progressing toward a grade level standard?

Ø If a student is working below a grade level standard and needs to be taught that
corresponding standard at a lower grade level, the student would receive a 1(beginning to
meet the standard) on the report card.  This is because the skills which the student needs to
be taught are actually prerequisite skills necessary to eventually meet the grade level
standards.

•  Why are there no letter grades?

Ø A standards-based report card’s Key for Academic Progress approach (4,3,2,1) provides
information about student achievement without the need for letter grades.  Letter grades
follow a teacher’s individual assessments and expectations and do not show a student’s
performance toward Common Core State Standards.

•  Can a student perform at a level 2 and then move to a level 1 in the next marking period?

Ø The expectations change from one marking period to the next as students move toward the
end of grade-level expectations. This means: a student may be progressing toward the
grade-level expectation during the first marking period, but as the expectations increase,
the student may not demonstrate the same level of proficiency during the next marking
period.



Standards-based Reporting and Special Education?

Students with Individualized Education Programs (IEP) must be provided with the same

opportunity to receive grades in relation to expectations for grade level standards; this is a civil

right. Since special education students are a heterogeneous group with various disabilities

which impact learning, some may not achieve certain grade-level standards without special

services and supports. For students with accommodations, the content of the standard remains

the same, but the method for learning and demonstrating mastery of a standard may be

adjusted.

Modifications, on the other hand, can mean changing the standard itself, identifying standards

that are fundamentally related but also developmentally appropriate. The Planning and

Placement Team (PPT) make decisions regarding what content areas, if any, require

modifications of the grade level standards. The adaptations should be about student

achievement, and they should result in grades that communicate clear, interpretable

information to students and parents.  For all students with an IEP, a supplemental progress

report is provided that identifies how students are performing on appropriately challenging

learning tasks as outlined in the goals and objectives of their IEP.

How are English Language Learners (ELL) who are still acquiring

English language speaking and literacy skills graded?

Students are assessed at their current grade level using the appropriate grade-level standard-

based report card. During parent conferences, teachers will discuss with parents the following:

the child’s current level of English proficiency; the child’s opportunity to learn the content

and/or ability to demonstrate the appropriate grade-level standards.



Four Main Components of a

Standards Based System

Learning Standards



Resources

Connecticut Core Standards –http://ctcorestandards.org/

Common Core-State Website -
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2618&q=322592

GreatSchools Article -
http://www.greatschools.org/students/academic-skills/350-rethinking-
report-cards.gs?page=all
Running Records-
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109044/chapters/Taking-a-
Running-Record.aspx

DIBELS (Oral Reading Fluency)-
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/docs/dibelsparentguide.pdf

http://ctcorestandards.org/
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2618&q=322592
http://www.greatschools.org/students/academic-skills/350-rethinking-report-cards.gs?page=all
http://www.greatschools.org/students/academic-skills/350-rethinking-report-cards.gs?page=all
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109044/chapters/Taking-a-Running-Record.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109044/chapters/Taking-a-Running-Record.aspx
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/docs/dibelsparentguide.pdf


Help and Support

For help regarding the report card please contact your child’s teacher.


